In the fields at the end of May

Inside the greenhouse are cucumbers and tomatoes.

Greenhouse and newly planted cucumbers

To the left is last year's weed compost.

potato field

Spring leafy vegetables
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We successfully finished plant




On March 13th, the anniversary of the passin
of Master Kosho Uchiyama, we offered
a Kimyo-Gawara and performed

a memorial and gratitude sutra recitation.

New location of roof tiles
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As the suns rays grow stronger with each passing day, we can feel that summer is upon us. We
sincerely hope this message finds you in good health. Please allow us to express our sincere

gratitude for your warmth and generosity in continuing to support Antaiji.

This year, 2026, marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of Antaiji at Ikeganaru, Kutoyama.
As we reflect on the half-century of Zen practice here, we can feel echoes of the many stories of

countless individuals reflected in the amber-colored wood of the meditation hall.

This land has a dam that provides us with clean water. It is thanks to this dam that we have
sufficient water for daily life and crop cultivation. Also, thanks to the rice paddies and fields that
have been cultivated and developed, we are provided with enough crops to support our spiritual
practice. We have a living quarters protected from rain, wind, and the scorching sun, and a
Hondo{(Z# Qur meditation hall) where we can practice zazen in deep stillness.

Because of our many predecessors, who undertook the monumental construction work that we

could never accomplish today, we are able to continue our practice, for which we are ever grateful.

To commemorate this milestone and express our thanks, and to pray for the continuation of our
practice at Antaiji, we have created a small photobook and a Kimyo-gawara (a roof tile ornament)
for you. The Kimyo-gawara was made from tile pieces left over from when the Hondo roof was
replaced last year. The tiles of the Hondo have watched over our zazen for fifty years, through rain
and snow. It has now taken this new form, adorned with the zen term "Kimyo" (), which
approximately means "Return to the fundamental source of life", as is displayed on the front of the
meditation hall. The rest of the roof tiles have been transformed into tile art in the Zen garden in

front of the hall, a joy to look at.

While traditionally a commemorative service might be conducted, we believe that diligently
continuing our daily zazen practice is the greatest way to repay our gratitude. May this letter and
commemorative gift serve as our sincere expression of appreciation on this fifty-year anniversary.
We sincerely hope that you will be able to feel the spirit of the Kutoyama mountains, as well as the
fifty-year history of Antaiji, through the enclosed photobook and Kimyo-gawara. ~
We intend to continue to cherish and protect this rich natural environment and Antaiji's temple
grounds, which our predecessors have left to us, and to continue our pure and unadulterated
practice. We humbly request your continued guidance and kindness, and sincerely pray for your

health and wellbeing.
If you are ever nearby, by all means, we would be delighted to have you visit. 'l’
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June 3, 2026




